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PSCI 1050    Critical Thinking About Politics  
Exam II Study Guide 

Jim Butterfield  Fall 2020 
 
 
Your exam will be in class and will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, definitions, and two essay 
questions. You will have the full 75 minutes. 
 
Tips: 
§ All material covered in class after exam I (weeks 8-11) and assigned readings/videos will be on this exam. 
§ Slides are posted on elearning. 
§ All (underscore all) readings and videos will be covered in the exam whether we discussed them directly in 

class or not.  
§ If you want to review videos shown in class, they can be accessed by clicking on (or copying/pasting) the 

hyperlinks in the class notes (slides). 
§ Important: your goal is to demonstrate you understand what you are talking about. If we can't tell, then we 

will assume you don't. Be thorough and don't rush. There is no prize for finishing early. 
§ The Tuesday and Thursday versions of the exam will both overlap and be different. 
§ I like to give A's on exams. But I don't do so lightly. If grades mean anything, then an A has to signify 

excellence, not just adequacy.  
 
Multiple Choice  
§ Questions will be drawn from online quiz #4 and from assigned readings and both elearning and online videos. 

 
Short Answer Questions 
§ Short answer and definition questions require only a few words or a sentence or two to answer. They will 

come from both class and readings/videos. 
§ There will be one question asking you to list the seven elements of argument (again!) in sentence format. It 

will be worth seven points, that is, 7% of your exam grade (that's more than a half-letter grade). 
 

Reasoning (Logical) Fallacies 
§ You've learned eight logical fallacies. Know them well. You will be given statements and asked to identify 

which fallacy they illustrate. (Note: this is usually a challenging part of the exam. Tip: study by creating your 
own examples of each fallacy.) 

 
Definitions 
§ Know the starred terms from class (there are only two). 
 
Essays 
§ About one-third of your exam grade comes from the two essays. 
§ These questions will require roughly a 15 minute response.  
§ Essays should be written in full sentences and paragraph format. 
§ The best way to ensure that you do poorly on essays is to race through them instead of thinking through what 

a complete and detailed response should be. You will get points for complexity and detail, and lose points for 
simplicity and brevity. 

§ You will have two questions. Both are required. One question will be on social media and the other on 
conspiracy theories. Note: the questions may not be identical on the Tuesday and Thursday versions.  

 
Some questions to know: 
1. I gave you two factors that affect the usefulness of statistics in argument. What are they? 
2. What are the two types of examples? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each? 
3. What is the third category of support (other than empirical data [polls, statistics] and examples)? 
4. What are the theories as to why conspiracy theories are appealing (I gave you three)? 
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5. What are the weaknesses of conspiracy theories? 
6. What advice were we given in how to respond to a conspiracy theorist? 
7. What are the strengths of social media? (the "upside" – I gave you four) What are the downsides? (I gave you 

five) 
8. How does the peer-review process take place? 
9. What is gray literature? 
 
Remember that we have office hours next week: 
My hours: M 1:00-2:30, W 11:00-12:30 (note the unusual Wednesday time). Webex Address: 

wmich.webex.com/meet/jim.butterfield 
Mariia's hours: Tu 2:00-3:30, F 10:00-11:30. Webex Address: wmich.webex.com/meet/mariia.parkhomenko 


