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Your exam will be in class and will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, definitions, and two essay 
questions. You will have 60 minutes. 
 
Tips: 
§ All material covered in class (from day 1 forward) and assigned readings/videos will be on this exam. 
§ Slides are posted on elearning. 
§ All (underscore all) readings and videos will be covered in the exam whether we discussed them directly in 

class or not.  
§ If you want to review videos shown in class, they can be accessed by clicking on (or copying/pasting) the 

hyperlinks in the class notes (slides). 
§ Important: your goal is to demonstrate you understand what you are talking about. If we can't tell, then we 

will assume you don't. Be thorough and don't rush. There is no prize for finishing early. 
§ The Tuesday and Thursday versions of the exam will both overlap and be different. 
§ I like to give A's on exams. But I don't do so lightly. If grades mean anything, then an A has to signify 

excellence, not just adequacy.  
 
Multiple Choice  
§ Questions will be drawn from both exams and week 14. 
Short Answer Questions 
§ Short answer and definition questions require only a few words or a sentence or two to answer. They will 

come from both class and readings/videos. 
§ There will be one question asking you to list the seven elements of argument in sentence format (again).  
Reasoning (Logical) Fallacies 
§ You've learned eight logical fallacies. Know them. You will be given statements and asked to identify which 

fallacy they illustrate. 
Definitions 
§ Know all the starred terms from class lecture. Any or all of them may be on the exam. 
Essays 
§ These questions will require roughly a 15 minute response.  
§ Essays should be written in full sentences and paragraph format. 
§ The best way to ensure that you do poorly on essays is to race through them instead of thinking through what 

a complete and detailed response should be. You will get points for complexity and detail, and lose points for 
simplicity and brevity. 

§ Question topics (note that these may overlap):  
1. Conspiracy theories. 
2. Coping with information overload. 
3. Coping with today's media (all types) 
4. Filter bubbles and echo chambers. 
5. Language and imagery in argument. 
6. Public opinion polling. 
7. Types of evidence and their use. 
8. What makes for a good argument? 

 
Remember that we have office hours next week: 
My hours: M 1:00-2:30, W 4:30-6:00. Webex Address: wmich.webex.com/meet/jim.butterfield 
Mariia's hours: Tu 2:00-3:30, F 10:00-11:30. Webex Address: wmich.webex.com/meet/mariia.parkhomenko 


