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PSCI 3500    American Foreign Policy 
Exam I Study Guide 

Fall 2020 
 
Exam I will be on elearning from 8:00 am Monday, October 5 through 11:59 pm Sunday, October 11. You will have 
1:40 (one hour and 40 minutes) to complete the exam. It is an open-book, open-notes exam, and is divided into 
two parts that do not need to be taken at the same time. Part I consists of definitions (both identifications and 
multiple choice format) and short-answer questions. Part II consists of essay questions. You will have 30 minutes to 
complete Part I and it is worth 50 points.  You will have 70 minutes to complete Part II and it is worth 100 points. 
Once you start each section, the timer will begin and you may not pause and come back later. So make sure you've 
allocated sufficient time before starting. 
 
Exam Tips 

§ Remember that your task on the exam is to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.  
§ Hurried responses will not serve you well. The top reason for doing poorly on this type of exam is answers 

that are too brief. 
§ You will not do well on the exam if you have not done the reading. 

 
Definitions (30 points). Take these from class material, not Wikipedia or elsewhere. Questions will be in 
identification or multiple choice format. There will be ten worth three points each. 

Globalization 
Governance 
Multilateralism 
Unilateralism 
Democratic peace theory 
Collective security 
Xenophobia 

Nativism 
Containment 
Domino theory 
NATO 
Warsaw Pact 
Proxy wars 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 

Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty 
Mutually assured destruction 
Détente 
Rapprochement 
Hard power 
Soft power 
Smart power 

  
Short answer questions (20 points). Know these. Some will be on the exam. Two or three sentences are sufficient 
for an answer. There will be four questions on the exam worth five points each. 
1. What are the four P's that help determine the national interest? Give an example of how they can be in 

conflict. 
2. What is Joseph Nye's argument for why we should pursue a policy of "smart power"? 
3. What role did proxy wars play in the Cold War? 
4. What is the War Powers Act? How did it come about? How effective is it? 
5. What is neoliberalism and how does it affect international relations and American foreign policy? 
6. Why did the US pursue a policy of détente in the 1970s? Why rapprochement? Why did détente end and not 

rapprochement (although the term fell out of use, one could argue that the policy continued)? 
 
Study questions/guides for longer essays. Plan on 15 minute responses (100 points). These are not the questions 
you will have on the exam. But if you can provide detailed responses to these and demonstrate that you 
understand the material (not just memorize it), you will be prepared for what I ask  on the exam. You will have four 
questions on the exam; each is worth 25 points. Remember the tip above: too much brevity will likely ensure a low 
grade. 
 
1. Explain the difference between realism and liberalism (liberal internationalism). Compare and contrast the 

two. What are the strengths and shortcomings of each? 
2. Discuss how American foreign policy was transformed twice in the 20th century, first from isolationism to 

engagement and subsequently from the Cold War to the 1990s. What were the isolationist policies and 
attitudes of the interwar period? Be able to discuss multiple ways in which we are currently (post-WWII) 
engaged.  

3. Discuss the various reasons and positions regarding the end of the Cold War. Draw from lecture and the text. 
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4. Who are the actors that contribute to foreign policy-making in the government? You don't have to know them 
all, but should have an awareness of the key actors. 

5. What role does Congress play in foreign policy-making? 
6. What are the purported advantages of soft power over hard power? (Draw from lecture, Nye, and Bremmer.) 

What are the limits of soft power?  
7. The text calls the Vietnam War a "profound foreign policy setback." I called it a "debacle." How did we get 

drawn into the war and why did it go so badly for us? (The text is particularly useful for this.) 


