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PSCI 3500    American Foreign Policy 
Exam II Study Guide 

Fall 2020 
 
Exam II will be on elearning from 8:00 am Monday, November 9 through 11:59 pm Sunday, November 15. You will 
have two hours to complete it (I've given you more time for this exam). It is an open-book, open-notes exam, and 
is divided into two parts that do not need to be taken at the same time. Part I consists of definitions (both 
identifications and multiple choice format) and short-answer questions. Part II consists of essay questions. You will 
have 45 minutes to complete Part I and it is worth 75 points.  You will have 75 minutes to complete Part II and it is 
worth 75 points. Once you start each section, the timer will begin and you may not pause and come back later. So 
make sure you've allocated sufficient time before starting. 
 
Exam Tips 

§ Remember that your task on the exam is to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.  
§ Hurried responses will not serve you well. The top reason for doing poorly on this type of exam is answers 

that are too brief. 
§ You will not do well on the exam if you have not done the reading. 

 
Definitions (30 points). Take these from class material and/or the text, not Wikipedia or elsewhere. Questions will 
be in identification or multiple choice format. There will be ten worth three points each. 

Arab Spring 
BRICS 
Engagement and Enlargement 
G-20 
G-7 

Hegemony 
Neoconservatism 
New world order 
One Belt, One Road 
Rogue state 

Terrorism 
The 9-dash line 
The peace dividend 
Unipolarity 

  
Short answer questions (20 points). Know these. Some (or at least a version of some) will be on the exam. Two or 
three sentences are sufficient for an answer. There will be ten questions on the exam worth 2-7 points each. 
§ What are the three categories of terrorism? 
§ What are the four waves of terrorism?  
§ What are the characteristics of the North Korean regime? 
§ What are the main points of contention between Iran and the US? 
§ What have the four frameworks for national security and foreign policy been since WWII? How do they differ? 
§ What are the points of contention between the US and Russia? 
§ What factors led to the US/China trade war? 
§ What is the G-20 and why is it significant? 
§ What is the G-7 and why is it significant? 
§ What are the four rogue states currently? 
§ What is the 9-dash line? What countries directly oppose its legitimacy? 
§ What characterized the period of American hegemony (and when was it)? What signified its end? 
 
Study questions/guides for longer essays. Plan on 15 minute responses (100 points). These are the topics the 
longer essay questions will address. You will have three questions on the exam; each is worth 25 points. 
Remember the tip above: too much brevity will likely ensure a low grade. 
 
§ The UN and the US response to the terrorist threat after 9/11.  
§ The decade of the 1990s for the America's role in the world. 
§ Great power competition. 
§ Rogue states. 


